
 

 

MSc Applied Sport Performance Analysis 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
1. Can I apply for the course if I have not studied performance analysis before? 

 
Yes, our programme is open to a broad range of applicants with a background in 
courses related to sport performance (sport science, sport coaching, sport psychology 
etc…) or mathematics and statistics. We recognise that there are a lot of transferable 
skills from other disciplines that can prepare you for studying performance analysis.  
 
Regardless of your previous degree subject, we review your engagement with and 
experience of being involved in performance analysis through research projects, 
training courses and applied experience. 
 
2. What is the difference between the MSc Applied Sport Performance 
Analysis course and Loughborough University London’s MSc Sports Analytics 
and Technologies course? 
 
The MSc Applied Sport Performance Analysis course will solely focus on capturing, 
utilizing and creating insights from video and data for sports performance settings. It 
is designed to provide a thorough introduction to performance analysis roles that 
work closely with and provide insights for coaches and athletes in a performance 
environment. 
 
The MSc Sports Analytics and Technologies course taught at Loughborough 
University London focuses on how technology, digital media and data can be used to 
improve and inform sports businesses. Sports performance data and technology 
does feature in the course, but the majority of the course focuses on how these 
various elements can be utilized to inform sports business practices and strategies. 

 

3. What are the minimum entry requirements? 
 

There are five elements to our minimum entry requirements: 1) an upper second class 
honours degree in sport performance analysis, sport science, sport coaching, 
mathematics/ statistics or a related-field of studies, 2) prior experience in performance 
analysis or engagement and training in how to utilise relevant performance analysis 
hardware and software, 3) a well-substantiated personal statement, 4) a strong 
reference from an academic and professional staff member, and 5) applicants will need 
to secure an appropriate applied  placement in advance of the course starting.  
 
Note that these are the minimum requirements for consideration and entry onto the 
programme; evidence of them does not guarantee an offer or registration onto the 
programme. See question 4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
4. What are the realistic entry requirements and what can I do to enhance my 
chances of acceptance? 

 
Entry onto this programme is likely to be very competitive and judged based on a 
variety of elements discussed above. To enhance chances of acceptance, applicants 
should demonstrate evidence of some of the following: 

 
• High upper second class honours degree or above in a related undergraduate 

and/or postgraduate degree(s) 
• High upper second class grades or above in relevant modules 
• Strong, supportive references from an academic and applied practitioner 
• A research project in sport performance analysis or sports analytics 
• Experience in sports coaching, performance analysis, sport science or talent 

identification/ scouting 
• Experience as a high level sports performer 
• Experience utilising industry standard performance analysis hardware and 

software to create performance insights 
• A well-structured and written personal statement, which highlights your 

personal qualities, experience and technical skills that make you suitable for 
the course. 

 
5. Will the university provide a placement for me or will I need to arrange one 
myself? 

 
Applicants for the course meeting the entry requirements will not automatically be 
provided with a placement. If you meet the entry requirements, then you will be given 
a conditional offer and need to secure an appropriate placement before being 
accepted onto the course. See question 6 to learn more about securing a placement 
opportunity. 
 
6. Will placements be with Loughborough Sport organisations or external 

sports teams and organisations? 
 
Applicants for the course can apply for placement opportunities with teams and 
organisations on Loughborough’s campus or with external sports teams and 
organisations.  
 
The placement provider needs to be able to provide adequate mentorship and 
supervision in a safe and secure environment. It also needs to provide appropriate 
opportunities for you to utilise industry standard performance analysis hardware and 
software to create performance insights and support your development to meet the 
course aims and learning outcomes.  
 
The course involves regular in-person teaching each week, placement opportunities 
therefore need to be within a reasonable travelling distance of the Loughborough 
campus. A rough guide to this is for the placement opportunity to be within 2 hours of 
the university.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

7. How do I identify and secure a performance analysis placement 
opportunity? 

 
The university and the staff within SSEHS have an extensive network of contacts and 
industry partners across a range of sports. There will be three different routes available 
to you to secure an applied performance analysis placement: 
 

1. Loughborough University and a placement provider will publicly advertise 
certain placement opportunities online and through our social media 
platforms. 

2. Placement opportunities with Loughborough Sport and our external sport 
partners will be shared with applicants who have received an offer to join the 
course. 

3. Applicants can secure their own placement opportunity via their own 
professional contacts or apply to placement adverts identified through sites 
such as The Video Analyst, UK Sport, Jobs in Sport Science and sporting 
organisations own websites.  
 

When applying for a placement opportunity through an external advert, you will need to 
discuss the role, responsibilities and support available with the Programme Director to 
assess the suitability of the placement before being accepted onto the course. 
 
Once you have identified an appropriate placement opportunity, you will need to go 
through a formal application and interview process. This will either be organised in 
combination with the university or be organised solely by the placement provider. This 
will typically involve creating a CV and covering letter outlining your suitability for the 
advertised role, a series of tasks and standard interview questions to assess your 
current skill set and alignment with the organisation’s values and requirements. 
 

8. What is viewed as an appropriate placement opportunity? 
 
You can apply for a placement in a sport based on your personal interests or the 
opportunities for career development. The placement provider needs to be able to 
provide adequate mentorship and supervision in a safe and secure environment. It also 
needs to provide appropriate opportunities for you to utilise industry standard 
performance analysis hardware and software to create performance insights and 
support your development to meet the course aims and learning outcomes.  
 
The course involves regular in-person teaching each week, placement opportunities 
therefore need to be within a reasonable travelling distance of the Loughborough 
campus. A rough guide to this is for the placement opportunity to be within 2 hours of 
the university. To find out more about placements and work-based learning at 
Loughborough please review our ‘Student Placement Charter’. 
 

9. How do I find out about tuition fees and financial support for the programmes? 
 

See the information on our website here: http://www.lboro.ac.uk/students/finance/ 
 
 
 
 
 

https://thevideoanalyst.com/jobs/
https://www.uksport.gov.uk/jobs-in-sport
https://twitter.com/JobsinSportSci?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.lboro.ac.uk/media/wwwlboroacuk/content/academicregistry/docs/aqph/LU%20Student%20Placement%20Charter.pdf
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/students/finance/


 

 
 
 

10. Can I study part-time for the programme? 
 

Yes, lasting between two and six years, however, most students complete in two 
years. It is important to note that the Postgraduate Loan is only available for two years 
of part-time study. 

 
11. Is there a distance learning option for the programme? 

 
No. 

 
12. Does Loughborough University or the School of Sport, Exercise and 
Health Sciences have an open day? 

 
Yes, a School Postgraduate Open Day is held annually at which you can meet the 
Programme Leader, teaching staff, current students, attend a campus tour, and ask 
further questions about the programmes. 
 
13. Is there anything international students should be aware of? 

 
Yes, see the information for International Students. 

 

14. Can I meet the Programme Leader? 
 

Yes – see question 12. 
 

15. Can I tour the campus? 
 

Yes – see question 12. 
 

16. How do I ask further questions I have about the programmes? 
 

Attend the Postgraduate Open Day or email pg-ssehs@lboro.ac.uk. 
 

17. How do I apply for a place on the programme? 
 

You will find further information on how to apply on our website here: 
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/study/apply/postgraduate/ . Applicants must ensure that they 
complete the application form in full and upload all supporting documents including: 
an academic transcript of their module marks and yearly average marks; a university 
certificate of any undergraduate and/or postgraduate qualifications; a personal 
statement, of no more than a page; and one academic and one professional reference. 
This programme is popular and competitive and you are advised to apply as early as 
possible. Applications are accepted from October of the year prior to the programme’s 
start date. 

 
18. I have applied for a place on the programme, when will I be notified of the 
decision? 

 
We aim to respond to applications within four to six weeks. We may contact you for 
additional information before we make a decision. 

https://www.lboro.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/events/
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/visit-us/campus-tours/
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/international-students/
https://www.lboro.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/events/
mailto:pg-ssehs@lboro.ac.uk
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/study/apply/postgraduate/


 

 
 

 
19. I have been accepted onto the programme and would like to defer my place 
to the following academic year. Am I able to? 

 
Yes, you can defer entry once, but you will need to forego your applied placement for 
the current academic year and source a new placement opportunity for the next 
academic year. 

17. What are the career prospects on completion of the programmes? 
 

Sport performance analysis is a highly competitive career, and an MSc postgraduate 
degree is rarely enough to get a job on its own; it is an opportunity to develop skills and 
experiences that are sought after by prospective employers. 
 
Graduates of this programme will be able to pursue careers applying their performance 
analysis knowledge and skills in a variety of settings including working with elite 
sportspeople and teams, nationally and internationally. It could also open up career  
opportunities with global sports technology and sports analytics companies, allowing 
you  to contribute to the ever-increasing use of analytics in sports media broadcasts 
or allow you to pursue research and consultancy opportunities. 

 
As this is a new programme, there is no graduate destination information currently 
available. However, graduates of the School of Sport, Exercise and Health Sciences 
have gone on to pursue roles within a wide variety of organisations including The 
Football Association, Liverpool FC, Arsenal FC, Manchester United FC, Manchester 
City FC, Chelsea FC, Leicester City FC, the England and Wales Cricket Board, British 
Gymnastics, British Cycling, the English Institute of Sport and the Australian Institute 
of Sport. 
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